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Our Potential for Parenthood

“It was essential that God’s spirit children have mortal birth and an 

opportunity to progress toward eternal life,” taught Elder Dallin H. 

Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. “In light of the ultimate 

purpose of the great plan of happiness, I believe that the ultimate 

treasures on earth and in heaven are our children and our posterity.”

Elder Neil L. Andersen of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles said:

“We believe in families, and we believe in children. …

“‘… God said unto [Adam and Eve], Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth’ [Genesis 1:28]. …

“This commandment has not been forgotten or set aside in The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”

Though not all of us become parents in this life, we can nurture 

children of every age. We enjoy the blessings of being part of 

Heavenly Father’s family, and we experience 

the joys and challenges of being part of an 

earthly family. And for many, parenthood 

awaits them in the eternities ahead.
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