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Septemb�, 2016Parenthood Is a Sacred Duty

Our Heavenly Father established families to help us teach correct 

principles in a loving atmosphere. President Thomas S. Monson said: 

“Give your child a compliment and a hug; say, ‘I love you’ more; 

always express your thanks. Never let a problem to be solved become 

more important than a person to be loved.”

Susan W. Tanner, former Young Women general president, taught: 

“Our Father in Heaven exemplifies the pattern we should follow. He 

loves us, teaches us, is patient with us, and entrusts us with our agency. 

… Sometimes discipline, which means ‘to teach,’ is confused with 

criticism. Children—as well as people of all ages—improve behavior 

from love and encouragement more than from fault-finding.”

“If we faithfully have family prayer, scripture study, family home 

evening, priesthood blessings, and Sabbath day observance,” said Elder 

Quentin L. Cook of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, “our children 

will … be prepared for an eternal home in heaven, regardless of what 

befalls them in a difficult world.”
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